Viability of Salmonella typhimurium in metabisulphite-treated bone meal: effect of inocula and moisture variation on the lethal potency of metabisulphite.
The susceptibility of different inocula of Salmonella typhimurium to the antimicrobial action of various concentrations of metabisulphite in rehydrated bone meal has been investigated. Furthermore, the lethal potency of metabisulphite in the presence of various metabisulphite and moisture concentrations has been examined. It has been shown that the lethal potency of metabisulphite was dependent upon the inocula used in the simulated contamination and the moisture content of the bone meal. A study of the longevity of the potency of metabisulphite has revealed that such a potency could be maintained without a decrease in efficacy for 14--28 days depending on the metabisulphite level in the bone meal.